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www.holycomforterangleton.org

“All are welcome to grow with us through worship, 
prayer, fellowship, and service at Holy Comforter,              

a Christ-centered family Church.”

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:30 AM    Holy Eucharist                                     
9:30  AM   Adult Christian Ed.                    

10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist                   
10:30 AM   Children’s Christian Ed.                       

Infant and toddler care is provided 
from 8:15 AM to Noon.
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Everybody wins on 
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 1!

Bring your favorite soup, bread, or dessert for Hol y 
Comforter's Annual Souper Bowl Lunch, along with 

canned soup for the food pantry, and a cash donatio n for 
the Rector's Discretionary Fund. The needy of our 

community will be the winners...and so will we!
Touchdown!

*
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Our annual meeting on Sunday, January 18 reminded me—as if I could forget—how 
blessed we are as a parish!   We have terrific leadership:  Barbara Marin as Senior 
Warden, James Northrup as Junior Warden, Linda Peck as Treasurer, and a 
fabulous hard-working, visionary Vestry! I am grateful for their enthusiastic 
leadership and look forward to a productive year!

If you were at the annual meeting you heard the great news:  we welcome Cherie 
Burns as our Children’s Ministry Coordinator!   She will be part-time and will ensure 
that Holy Comforter’s children’s ministries and activities are top-notch!   Just to be 
clear:  her job is coordinating everything, not doing everything.   It is my expectation 
that many, no, most of us will step up to take a turn in providing ministry for our kids.  
Whether it’s telling a story, leading a craft project, or making cookies, each of us has 
a gift to share with our children.    We’ve all heard the old African proverb:  it takes a 
village to raise a child.   Truer words were never spoken; I will paraphrase and say: it 
takes a parish to raise Christian children.   Holy Comforter’s kids belong to all of us, 
given into the care of this entire parish.   We must accept the responsibility and gift of 
the little ones in our community.   I look forward to seeing each one of you involved in 
some way!

This newsletter is full of information about upcoming activities; please mark your 
calendars so you don’t miss out on anything!   And here is one more date to note:  
Saturday, April 18 , Discovery Day !  Discovery is our confirmation class.  This year 
it will be a one day seminar format during which we will learn about our Anglican 
traditions and history; we’ll learn about Christianity and Christian practices; and we’ll 
learn about Holy Comforter.   All are welcome to participate (the more, the merrier!) 
but anyone desiring confirmation this summer must participate to be confirmed.  It 
will be a fun, interactive, and enlightening day, and I hope to see you there! 

Blessings,
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5 Gracie Kroschel

7 Maddyson Raab

8 Mike Hattaway

9 Becky Hlavaty

13 Ray Eby

16 Lola Kay Hood

18 Norene Dunlap

20 Mabel Hamlin

21 Ross McCoy

22 Penney Reed

20 Chip & Christi Cole

27 Lou & Beth Hunter
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Turn off the faucet 
while brushing your 
teeth. You will save 

25 gallons of water a 
month and 

processing potable 
water uses a lot of 

energy!

February 24
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes!

The men of Holy Comforter, under the culinary leadership 
of Bob Stawarczik, will whip up some yummy pancakes for 
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in the Parish Hall 
on February 24!

What exactly is Shrove Tuesday, you might 
ask, and why pancakes?  Here follows your answer!
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday.  
Before Ash Wednesday, many Christians make a special 
point of self-examination, considering what amendments 
of life they especially need to ask God's help in dealing 
with.   Often they consult with a spiritual counselor.  To 
"shrive" someone, in old-fashioned English, is to hear their 
acknowledgement of sins, to assure them of God's 
forgiveness, and to give them appropriate spiritual advice.   
The recipient of this advice is said to receive “shrift.” Now 
you know!

Shrove Tuesday is also called Fat Tuesday 
(Mardi Gras in French) because on that day a thrifty cook 
uses up the fats that have been kept around (the can of 
bacon drippings, or whatever) for cooking, but that will not 
be using during Lent. Since pancakes are a standard way 
of using up fat in England, pancakes became the 
traditional Church of England Shrove Tuesday meal. It 
says a lot about national identity: the French drink wine 
and revel; the English eat Pancakes! Our Pancake Supper 
will be a time of English fellowship and fun (with a few 
Mardi Gras accoutrements!) a final celebration before the 
somber Lenten Season begins.



Lent 2009
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Food for the Body: 5:30 p.m.
Food for the Soul:  6:00 p.m.

Sunday �
�������������
March 8 The Iconography of

The Rev. Dr. Mary Green
Hosts: Choir & Liturgy 

Sunday �����������������	
March 15 The Music of

Brother Michael Gallagher
Hosts: Ushers

Sunday ������������
March 22 The Poetry of

The Rev. Andy Parker
Hosts: DOK Chapters

Please bring your favorite soup or bread or 
dessert and join us in the Parish Hall for 

the beauty of 
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Ash Wednesday
February 25
First Day of Lent 

Lent begins on February 25 with Ash 
Wednesday ; the ashes call us to “remember 
that you are dust and to dust you shall 
return.” The Imposition of Ashes is a tangible 
reminder of our mortality and a symbol of 
sorrow for our sins. Even on the first day of 
Lent, however, our sorrow is balanced with 
the joy of Christ’s love for us, as we 
celebrate the sacrament of Holy Eucharist.
Two Ash Wednesday Services are 
available to choose from: Noon and 7 p.m. 
at Holy Comforter . 

Fabulous Friday Fish Frys!

Every Friday in Lent the men of Holy 
Comforter will serve up fish dinners to eat in 
the Parish Hall or to take out.  At $7.50 per 
ticket, it’s a great meal!

Thanks, Bob Stawarczik for brining back this 
HC tradition!
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House & Small Building on Chenango 
@ Plum.

Contact

James Northrup                                
979-299-9203 

janddnorth@sbcglobal.net

or 

David Shackelford                               
979-481-3445 varnercreek@msn.com
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Please remember the needy of our 
community and give generously to 
those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as 
well as monetary donations, will be 
forwarded to the local Food Pantry by 
the Church Office.
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The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comfort er Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on 
9 December 2008, the Rev. Carol Petty presiding.

Those members present:
Lori Hawkins, Lola Kay Hood, Doris Jackson, Dianne Kilgus, Barbara Marin, James Northrup, David 
Shackelford, Jerry Powell*, Barbara Thomas*, Also p resent: Linda Peck, Treasurer.
*Vestry members to be seated in 2009

Lola Kay Hood reviewed the Vestry Papers for Novemb er/December 2008. 
Gary Foose of A.G. Edwards gave the vestry an update  on the investments from the sale of the Rectory. H e 
recommends we do nothing at this time. 

The Senior Warden, Barbara Marin, reported that the  buildings on the new property are now covered by 
insurance.

Rector's Report:
1. The Vestry Retreat will be January 9th & 10th at First united Methodist Church in Angleton. Times fro m 6 
to 9 PM on Friday evening, which will include suppe r and from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm on Saturday with brea kfast 
and lunch provided.

David Shackelford presented the proposal from the F acility Committee meeting as follows:
1. New Property: Recommend that the house and yellow  storage building be sold and moved out.
2. In 2009 remodel kitchen and refurbish parish hall ; remove front part of Lee Hall and enclose/fix up g arage 
for storage.
3. 2010 refurbish entire first floor of church build ing (beyond parish hall) – hallways, restrooms, Nart hex, 
Nave, perhaps reconfigure rooms. Pew cushions?!
4. 2011/2012 new construction across the street: Add itional classroom space/office. Multipurpose space for 
church/scouts/school; Parking lot.
5. 2013 refurbish upstairs of church building for ch urch use; consider enlarging parish hall.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to advertis e the sale and removal of the pink house, yellow 
storage building on the new property, and the front  half of Lee Hall. The Jr. Warden(s) was empowered to 
handle the process of proceeding with sale and remo val. The Boy Scouts will meet in the parish Hall 
temporarily.

The 2009 budget was quickly reviewed. The Budget Co mmittee will meet again to complete the budget.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to purchase the larger Texas Historical marker for the church. Don 
Hood will continue to oversee the process.

The Treasurer's report was approved as presented by  Linda Peck, Treasurer.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned abo ut 9:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dianne Kilgus, Acting Clerk of the Vestry
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By Shelley McCoy

Cherie Burns has attended Holy Comforter for about four and a half years. Upon moving to 
Angleton, she and her husband Heath visited Holy Comforter since it was the only 
Episcopal church in Angleton. Fortunately, they “quickly grew to love the small, tight-knit 
community at HC” and decided to make it their church home.

Cherie has faithfully served our church in a number of capacities including HCES Board 
Member, Sunday School teacher, VBS teacher, ladies’ Bible study leader, Nursery 
Director, and she is now coming on board as our Christian Education Director.

Cherie grew up outside of Corrigan, Texas, and she spent her school years in Corrigan-
Camden ISD. She grew up in the country near her grandparents, and she spent a lot of 
time helping them garden and tend their livestock while her parents worked. 

After her high school graduation, Cherie attended Stephen F. Austin State University 
where she earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education. She then returned to 
Corrigan-Camden ISD, where she taught sixth grade. While teaching, she earned her 
Masters of Education from SFA. After six years in the classroom, Cherie became the 
Director of Curriculum and Special Programs for Corrigan-Camden ISD, and she worked 
two years in this position. 

In the fall of 2000, Cherie met Heath and they started dating. A few months later, Heath 
was hired for his first Superintendent’s job, so they got married and moved to Anderson, 
Texas. At this point Cherie was hired by Region VI Education Service Center in Huntsville 
as the director of the Alternative Certification Program, a position she held for two years. In 
April of 2003, she was placed on bed rest with her first pregnancy, and we know the rest of 
this story. These last few years, Cherie has been “a stay-at-home mother to four beautiful 
children.”

Cherie and Heath have been married almost eight years, and they are parents to two sets 
of twins: Emma and Eli and Gabe and Grant. She enjoys being at home and taking care of 
her family, and little by little, as the kids get older, she is finding time for other things she 
enjoys, such as photography (with her “four beautiful subjects to photograph”), reading, 
and book studies with other women. Not surprisingly, Cherie spends a great deal of time as 
a “taxi driver,” running her kids to and from school and activities. 
In closing, Cherie wants everyone to know that she feels honored to be working with the 
children of Holy Comforter. Her fervent hope is that “we (all of us, together) can continue to 
serve our children and teach them God’s word.” And in my humble opinion, Holy Comforter 
is extremely blessed to have Cherie as our new Children’s Ministry Coordinator!
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Step One- 2008 (accomplished!) -- Exterior clean up; prayer garden

Step Two- 2009 -- remodel kitchen and refurbish parish hall (rough 
estimate- $41-45K); remove front part of Lee Hall & enclose/fix 
up garage for storage.  Scouts will meet in parish hall temporarily (1-2 
years)

Step Three- 2010 -- refurbish entire first floor of church building (beyond 
parish hall) --hallways, restrooms, Narthex, Nave, perhaps reconfigure 
rooms. Pew cushions?!

Step Four-2011/2012 -- New construction across the street: Additional 
classroom space/office. Multipurpose space for church/scouts/school; 
Parking lot, other?

Step Five-2013 -- Refurbish upstairs of church building for church use; 
consider enlarging parish hall.

Holy Comforter Episcopal School                                 
Appreciation Day

Wednesday, February 18 th.


