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www.holycomforterangleton.org

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist                                      

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist                            

10:30 AM Children’s Christian Ed.
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Carol’s Column              Pg. 2

Parish Particulars           Pg. 3-7

Vestry & Financials        Pg. 8

Vestry Election Info        Pg. 9

Spotlight                         Pg. 10
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Celebrate & Welcome 
Holy Comforter’s Newcomers!

Picnic Supper
at 

Northrup Farms

Saturday, July 25
6 p.m.

Bring a picnic and lawn chairs for your family; 
soft-drinks will be provided!

You’re welcome to bring games: washers; 
horseshoes, etc.

FAQs:
Who is a newcomer? Anyone who has entered 
(or re-entered!) our community in the past year!

Won’t it be too hot? No, we’ll be in the shade of 
200-year-old oak trees.

How do I get there? Directions/Maps will be available at church!

What will we do? Eat (of course!), play games if you wish, relax, and get 
to know each other!
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Our service with Bishop Harrison was glorious!  We welcome with joy those who were baptized:  
Hayden Blice, Evan Holt, and James Picard; those who were confirmed:  Ron Briscoe, Kevin Cole, 
Mikayla Pierce, and Kendall Smith (from Austin); and Trey Picard who was received. Grateful 
thanks to everyone who made the day so special!   We sang, we worshiped, we welcomed new 
folks, and we ate fabulous food; what more could we want?!

In addition to the people we welcomed on Sunday, we’ve been blessed to have a number of folks 
begin to worship with us, some formally transferring their letter of membership, others informally 
joining us for weekly worship; we welcome all!    Allan & Becky Dinsmore; Nissa Picard; Mike & 
Pam Baron; Patricia Arnold; Cecily Wynn; Dale Pierce; Bonnie McDaniel; Andrea Demopulos; Jack 
Potter; Jody and Darla Cameron; and of course, John & Laurie Gearhart have all connected (or re-
connected) with Holy Comforter in recent months.  We are grateful.  Let’s celebrate!  Join us for the 
Newcomer’s Welcome Picnic on July 25 (see front page) so that you can meet everyone and 
they can meet you.   Thanks to James and Deborah Northrup for hosting us at their beautiful home!

As summer continues to sizzle, our thoughts and plans are moving ahead to cooler days…well, a 
little bit cooler.  We’re excited to announce that this fall will bring new opportunities for spiritual 
growth!   We will reintroduce Christian Education at 9:30 a.m ., but with a new look for children 
and adults.  

Godly Play , an interactive story-based curriculum will be introduced for the children.  Cherie Burns 
and Deborah Northrup are building a team of people to initiate this program that invites our children 
to hear, absorb, and respond to the stories of our faith.   Godly Play is transformational and I am 
so excited about this opportunity for our children and for the adults who get to help with it!  Adults 
will be needed to greet, provide snacks, or simply to sit in as an adult presence; please pray about 
how God might have you plant seeds of Christ’s love with our children through Godly Play .

Also at 9:30, adults are invited to experience Coffeehouse Theology in the parish hall.  Although 
the format is still taking shape, I can guarantee that it will involve lots of coffee and stimulating 
conversation!

In the meantime, savor the sweet days of summer….and God bless you!

PS—If you haven’t signed up for the stewardship conference, please do so by contacting the 
church office:  849-1269 or info@holycomforterangleton.org
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4 Gina Wollam

5 Betty Mogford

6 Breanna Cole

7 Laura Knapp

10 Nancy Smith 
Runkel

Ronnie White

10 Billye Carroll

15 Jordan 
Massingill

19 John Stevens

28 John Minkert

31 Monica Clayton 
Mason Hawkins
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Please remember the needy of our community and give 
generously to those who aren’t as fortunate. Food, as well 
as monetary donations, will be forwarded to the local Food 
Pantry by the Church Office.
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20 Steve & Monica Clayton

30 Lonnie & Eloise Lostak

Save the date!

Holy Comforter's 
Annual

Fall Festival of Faith
Saturday, 

October 24, 2009

Fix any leaky faucets. 
One dripping faucet 
can leak 2700 gallons 
of water a year!

What does it mean
to be a steward?

Stewards of our environment; stewards of our 
resources; stewards of our church. Plan to attend 
the Diocese of Texas Stewardship Conference 
at Camp Allen, July 31-August 1 (Friday night & 
Saturday). It’s the best conference of the year, 
guaranteed. It will change the way you think about 
people, life, and money, all the resources entrusted 
to our care. Plus, you get to enjoy the peaceful 
beauty of Camp Allen.  The cost for the conference 
is $40 per person (Lodging, meals, and conference 
included). Sign up by contacting the Church Office 
at 979-849-1269 or 
holycomforterangleton@gmail.com



The summer is flying by!  I can’t believe June has come and gone.  Vacation Bible SATURDAYS 
are in full swing.  The kids are enjoying the time together and so are the adult helpers.  If you’d 
like to help it’s not too late!  We can always find  a place for those who want to serve OUR children.  

In the next couple of months you are going to see c hanges happening in what is now our Godly 
Play room.  We will be painting and decorating, org anizing and cleaning and getting the room “put 
together” so our children can begin their brand-new Sunday School class in the fall…… .Godly 
Play.  We are so excited to see this program take s hape and even more excited about what it will 
bring to our children.  Our children will begin to learn Bible stories more in depth and learn what 
church is all about.  Godly Play not only teaches o ur children all about the Bible and the 
wonderful stories found within it’s pages, but it a lso gives them a sense of belonging in the 
church and helps them understand what happens durin g the service.

Adults will be needed on a rotating basis to serve as greeters, to help with the feast (snack), to be 
a second adult presence in the classroom, to facili tate art activities, or to serve as storytellers 
(training provided). Please pray about your role in Godly Play!

Also, beginning September 13, Godly Play (Sunday Sc hool) will move to 9:30 a.m.  This is an 
important change to take note of!  This will allow our children to participate in the worship service 
at 10:30 so that we all may benefit from their pres ence with us in the Lord’s house.

In Christ,
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Don’t miss the 10:30 a.m. service on July 5, when John Gearhart will accompany
soprano Nancy Curtis.   Nancy has been invited to sing for many of our nation's 

leaders including former Presidents George Bush, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, 
and Texas Governor Rick Perry.  She has also had the privilege of singing our 
National Anthem for the Houston Texans, the Houston Rockets, and Houston 
Comets and was recently honored to sing for the commissioning of the USS 
Texas featuring First Lady, Laura Bush.  Upcoming engagements include 
appearances with the Victoria Bach Festival, the choral group, Conspirare, the Maryland 
Symphony, and...Holy Comforter Episcopal Church!!   Of all of the wonderful experiences she 
has had, Nancy’s favorite role is being a mom! 

“Java with John” continues this summer in the Parish Hall at 9:30 a.m.  Join us for coffee and 
treats, “getting to know you” then come to the church about 9:45 for a bit of singing and learning 
about the hymns and music of the liturgy. It’s all very informal and fun.
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Boy Scout Buzz

In late June, 21 boys and 6 adult 
sponsors enjoyed a week at Boy 
Scout Camp Pirtle, near Carthage.
Hiking, swimming, fishing, and 
working on camp skills got their 
summer off to a grand start!
Troop 531 continues to meet every 
Monday night during the 
summer. Our continued thanks to 
Scoutmaster Mike Hattaway and 
his able crew!

Troop 531

In order to be better stewards of our 
resources, the vestry has re-
examined newsletter distribution.
We plan to stop bulk mailing the 
newsletter in January of 2010; in the 
meantime, you will be given 
opportunity to let us know how you 
prefer to receive your newsletter:

1. Online (with an e-mail notification); 
2. Pick up a paper copy at church;
3. US mail.

We are working to find a balance 
between good communication and 
good stewardship. Please consider 
your choice and let us know! Thank 
you!
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Health Screening Wednesday, July 15.                            
8:00 - 3:00                                                           

Sign-up Sheet in Parish Hall

Special Thanks to....

Linda Peck, for her faithful service as 
Treasurer;
David & Ginny Shackelford for keeping our 
prayer garden colorful;
Annabelle Powell for hospitality;
and, last but by no means least, to Gwen 
French altar guild chair extraordinaire!

These are but a few of the many faithful 
people who keep HC percolating!

Summer is a busy time, but the 
work of the church continues! 
Remember to support Holy 
Comforter with your presence and
your "presents!"

You can contribute online with 
PayPal if you are away for an 
extended time.
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Dearest Holy Comforter Family,

I have been struggling for several weeks to put on paper my feelings about you and the joy of 
serving at Holy Comforter.  It seemed that words were inadequate, and I was having even more 
blessings sitting in the congregation during services.

Thank you Vestry, thank you Mother Carol, thank you members of the  congregation for allowing 
me to serve as music minister these past 17 years.  No matter how busy things became during a 
holiday or how difficult it became when we were without a Priest, YOU stepped up to serve where it 
was needed.  When my own family was grieving for parents who died, when Ed or I were having 
health problems, YOU encouraged us.  And then on that last day, you gave us a wonderful 
monetary gift, and once again Ed and I were awed by your generosity

Now we look forward to whatever the Lord has now called us to do. As you know, my health  
prohibits such a busy schedule, but we want to  continue to serve the Lord and this congregation in 
some other way.  We love you as individuals, we love you as Family.  We thank you, again, for 
allowing us to grow with you.

In a week or so, Ed and I will be changing addresses and going to live in a house belonging to our 
daughter and son in law.  Although our new address shows Richwood rather than Angleton, it is 
very close. We will only need about 5 more minutes to get to that church we have loved so long--
Holy Comforter.

May the peace of Christ be with you,
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The 76th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church meets July 8-17 
in Anaheim, California.

The General Convention is the governing body of 
The Episcopal Church that meets every three years. 
The Convention is a bicameral legislature that includes
the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops. During its triennial 

meeting, deputies and bishops representing each diocese consider a wide 
range of important matters facing the church. Issues are brought forth in 
the form of resolutions that come from bishops, deputies, diocesan 
conventions, provincial synods, and the committees, commissions and 
boards that help to carry out the work of the Church between meetings of 
General Convention. Diocese of Texas participants will blog about 
convention activities at http://edotnews.blogspot.com/. Please pray for all 
those who will make important decisions for our church!
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The regularly scheduled meeting of the Holy Comforter Episcopal Parish Vestry was held on  12 May 2009, with the 
Rev. Carol Petty presiding.

Those members present:
Chip Cole, Lola Kay Hood, Lori Hawkins, Jerry Powell, Dianne Kilgus, Barbara Thomas, Barbara Marin
Also present: Linda Peck, Treasurer; Absent: Mike Hanson, Jackie Warren, James Northrup

The meeting began with the Prayers for the Early Evening. Linda Peck reviewed the Vestry Papers for March/April 
2009. Mother Carol read a story The Meeting Place from the book Kitchen Table Wisdom: Stories That Heal written by 
Rachel Naomi Remen. The story led to a discussion about the church being a Holy Place and the responsibilities we 
have for those who enter there.

The minutes were approved as received. The School Report was received.

The Senior Warden, Barbara Marin, reported:
1. The plans for Vacation Bible School Saturdays are progressing.
2. Mother Carol asked Barbara to be the Fund Raising Committee Chair. On June 27th, the men of the parish will be 
cooking BBQ for the Bishop’s visit on the 28th.

Jr. Warden sent a written report as he was in North Carolina. Mother Carol thanked Jerry Powell for all he does around 
the church. He sees things that needs to doing and he just does it. A graph showing a comparison of attendance for 
2008/2009 was handed out. It was also noted that we have and Average Sunday Attendance thru 10 May of 84.6.

Rector’s Report:
1. Sherry White is retiring on 31 May. That day is Pentecost Sunday as well as Sherry White Appreciation Day.
2. Diana Dring, a bookkeeper at Texas Gulf Bank will be overseeing our accounting.
3. Nothing has happened with the Financial Review.
4. When the Bishop is visiting on 28 June, she will meet with the Vestry.

John Gearhart has been hired as Interim Music Director. He will be playing for both services.

The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented by Linda Peck, Treasurer.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned about 9:15 PM.

Faithfully Submitted,
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May 2009

May Total Income 17,739.31
May Total Expenses 13,473.05
Surplus or (Deficit) 4,266.26

YTD Pledged Income 50,637.50
YTD Pledged Income Received 65,510.00
Surplus or (Deficit) 14,872.50

YTD Income 96,939.99
YTD Expenses 74,159.55
Surplus or (Deficit) 22,780.44
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By Shelley McCoy

John Gearhart, our interim Director of Music, and his wife, Laurie, are the subjects of this month’s “Parish 
Personalities.” In answer to my questions, here is what John had to say:

I grew up in Hampton, VA, original home of NASA before it moved to Houston. My grandfather built one of 
the first test air tunnels at Langley Air Force Base. 
I’ve been playing music since I was in my early teens. I began by picking out hymns I’d learned in the 
children’s choir at our church. Mom and Dad figured I needed lessons when I picked out the Hallelujah 
Chorus from Messiah. Soon after I started piano, I also began taking organ lessons. I accompanied 
choruses in Jr. and Sr. High School, but didn’t decide to make a career in music until I was in college at 
William and Mary.

Coming to Holy Comforter was a true “God moment” for my family and me. After Sherry White broke her 
finger, Mother Carol was given my phone number as someone who might be available to play here on 
Easter Sunday morning. That was the Tuesday before Easter. She had no idea I had any experience in 
Episcopal worship, and only knew I was an organist.  Laurie, our daughter Courtney and her family, and our 
Godson, Samuel Schultz, came down and were all immediately taken by the warm and loving people here. 
Currently, I am a contractor in the technology department of the Houston Police Department. Prior to that, 
however, I had 41 years of experience as Director of Music Ministries and Parish Liturgist in 2 large 
Episcopal parishes, St. Paul’s, Mobile, and St. John the Divine, Houston. Previously, I’ve worked as 
Harpsichordist-in-Residence at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, PA, and for the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation. 

In our spare time, Laurie and I love to “antique.” We also volunteer at The Guild Shop, a resale shop in 
Houston, and we enjoy traveling and gardening, when time and weather permit.
Laurie grew up in Demopolis, AL. She and her mother wanted her to attend a Virginia girls’ school for 
college, but her dad said, “No, you’ll get up there and marry some @*&% Virginian and never come home.”
After graduating from Birmingham-Southern College in Birmingham, she moved to Williamsburg, VA, to edit 
the in-house newspaper for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. We met there in Bruton Parish Church 
where she was a member of the choir, and I was the assistant organist. She told me the story of what her 
father had said about her moving to Virginia, so when I wrote to ask for her hand in marriage, I said, “Dear 
Mr. Brasfield, I am the @*&% Virginian who would like to marry your daughter.” That was 37 years ago on 
June 10th.

Laurie teaches 4th grade math, science, and TX history at Holy Spirit Episcopal School in West Houston. 
She’s been there 16 years. Prior to that, she taught 2nd grade at St. Paul’s Episcopal School in Mobile, AL. 
We have 2 married daughters. Jennifer and her husband Shane live in Nashville, TN, and Courtney, Grant, 
and grandson, Henry, are in Dallas.

I asked John what one thing would you like our cong regation to know about you? Here is what he 
said. “I am not “stuffy,” and I believe music is for everyone to enjoy. If you’ll let me know your favorite hymns 
and songs, I’ll incorporate them in worship as soon as I can. I’m starting a “Java with John” program most 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 to get to know the people of Holy Comforter informally. Then we’ll have a bit of 
practice before leading worship together. I’ll lead as best I can from the organ, but I need you to sing out
and make joyful noises from the congregation. This is NOT going to be a one-man show!”
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